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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the original filing of October 23, 2003. Claims 1-58 are 
pending and have been considered below. 

1 . Examiner's Note. The Applicant appears to be attempting to invoke 35 U.S.C. 
112 6*^ paragraph in Claims 7, 23-26, 35-38 and 47-50 by using "means-plus-function" 
language. 

Claim 7: The Examiner notes that the "means" for detecting the position of the cursor 
appears to be software supporting a computer display. While these features pass the 
first test of the three-prong test used to detenmine invocation of paragraph 6, since no 
other specific structural limitations are disclosed in the specification, these features do 
not meet the other tests of the three prong test. Therefore, 35 U.S.C. 112 6*^ paragraph 
has not been invoked when considering this feature. 

Claims 23, 35. 47: The Examiner notes that the "means" for switching the display to said 
second image upon detecting that the cursor is associated with a user interface object 
that corresponds to the condition appears to be software supporting a computer display. 
While these features pass the first test of the three-prong test used to determine 
invocation of paragraph 6, since no other specific structural limitations are disclosed in 
the specification, these features do not meet the other tests of the three prong test. 
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Therefore, 35 U.S.C. 112 6^^ paragraph has not been invoked when considering this 
feature. 

Claims 24, 36, 48: The Examiner notes that the "means" for switching the cursor when It 
is over a user interface object of an application in a busy state appears to be software 
supporting a computer display. While these features pass the first test of the three- 
prong test used to determine invocation of paragraph 6, since no other specific 
structural limitations are disclosed in the specification, these features do not meet the 
other tests of the three prong test. Therefore, 35 U.S.C. 112 6*^ paragraph has not 
been invoked when considering this feature. 

Claims 25, 37, 49: The Examiner notes that the "means" for switching the cursor when 
dragging appears to be software supporting a computer display. While these features 
pass the ifirst test of the three-prong test used to determine invocation of palragraph 6, 
since no other specific structural limitations are disclosed In the specification, these 
features do not meet the other tests of the three prong test. Therefore, 35 U.S.C. 1 12 
6*^ paragraph has not been invoked when considering this feature. 

Claims 26, 38, 50: The Examiner notes that the "means" for switching the cursor from 
the second display to the third display when the cursor is over a destination appears to 
be software supporting a computer display. While these features pass the first test of 
the three-prong test used to detenmine invocation of paragraph 6, since no other 
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specific structural limitations are disclosed in the specification, these features do not 
meet the other tests of the three prong test. Therefore, 35 U.S.C. 112 6*^ paragraph 
has not been invoked when considering this feature. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 7, 23-26, 35-38 and 47-50 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 

invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claims , in citing software per 

se, do not disclose a process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter and are, 

therefore, non-statutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-24, 35-36, 47-48 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Simpson (Windows 95 Uncut). 



Claim 1 and 19: Simpson discloses a computer system, comprising: 
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a. a display device on which windows and other graphical user interface elements 
are displayed (page 115, Personalizing the Screen): 

b. a cursor control device for positioning a cursor displayed on said display device 
relative to said user interface elements (page 137, figure 7-2); 

c. and a user interface which controls the appearance of said cursor to display a 
first image when said cursor is positioned over a user interface element that can 
be immediately accessed by a user, a second image when said cursor is 
positioned over a user interface element associated with a foreground process 
that is in a busy state that prevents it from being currently accessed, and a third 
image when said cursor is positioned over a user interface element associated 
with a background process that is in a busy state (page 138, figure 7-3). 

Claim 2: Simpson discloses the computer system of claim 1 , wherein said foreground 
process is an application (page 57, Understanding Programs and Documents) and said 
associated user interface element is a window (page 31 , Managing Windows). 

Claim 3: Simpson discloses the computer system of claim 2, wherein the window has a 
first portion associated with said application and a second portion associated with said 
user interface (page 32. figure 2-3). and wherein said second image is only displayed 
when said cursor is positioned over said first portion of the window (page 138, figure 7- 
3). 
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Claim 4: Simpson discloses the computer system of claim 1 , wherein said first image 
comprises a pointer, and each of said second and third images comprise designs that 
indicate a wait state (page 138, figure 7-3). 

Claim 5: Simpson discloses the computer system of claim 4, wherein each of said wait 
state designs is animated (page 139, Finding Automated Cursors). 

Claim 6: Simpson discloses the computer system of claim 4, wherein said third image 
comprises a hybrid of the design of said siacond image and a pointer (page 138, figure 
7-3). 

Claim 7: Simpson discloses a user interface for a computer, comprising: at least three 
different images that are associated with a cursor and that respectively indicate 

a. a currently accessible state (page 138, figure 7-3), 

b. a busy state for a foreground process (page 138, figure 7-3), and 

c. a busy state for a background process (page 138, figure 7-3); and 

d. means for detecting the position of a cursor relative to a user interface object 
(page 134, Personalize the Mouse) and 

e. selectively displaying one of said three images at said position to indicate the 
state of a process associated with the object (page 138, figure 7-3). 
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Claim 8: Simpson discloses the user interface of claim 7, wherein the object comprises 
a window associated witli an application program, and the selected image indicates the 
state of the application (Page 31, Managing Windows). 



Claims 9 and 15: Simpson discloses a method and computer readable medium for 
displaying a cursor in a computer user interface, comprising the steps of: 

a. detecting when the cursor is positioned relative to an object associated with a 
process (page 246, figure 13-4); 

b. detemnining whether the process is In a state where its functionality can be 
currently accessed or in a busy state (page 138, figure 7-3); 

c. for a process that is in a busy state, determining whether the process is operating 
in the foreground or the background (page 138, figure 7-3); 

d. selectively displaying a first image for the cursor If the process is busy and 
operating in the foreground (page 138, figure 7-3), 

e. or a second image for the cursor if the process is busy and operating in the 
background (page 138, figure 7-3). 

Claims 10 and 16: Simpson discloses the method and computer readable medium of 
claim 9 and 15, further including the step of displaying a third image for the cursor if the 
process is in said state where its functionality can be currently accessed (page 138, 
figure 7-3). 
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Claims 11,17 and 18: Simpson discloses the method and computer readable medium 
of claims 10 and 15: 

a. wherein the image associated with an object that is currently accessible 
comprises a pointer (page 138, figure 7-3), 

b. the image associated with a busy foreground process indicates a wait state 
(page 138, figure 7-3), 

c. the image associated with a busy background process comprises a hybrid of said 
other two images (page 138, figure 7-3). 

Claim 12: Simpson discloses the method of claim 9 

a. wherein said first image comprises a symbol that represents a wait state, and 
(page 138, figure 7-3) 

b. said second image comprises a combination of said symbol and an indicator that 
represents accessibility (page 138, figure 7-3. 

13: Simpson discloses the method of claim 9: 

wherein said foreground process is an application and (page 57, Understanding 
Programs and Documents) 

said associated user interface object is a window (Page 31 , Managing Windows). 



Claim 
a. 

b. 



Claim 



14: Simpson discloses the method of claim 13 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/690,61 1 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2109 

a. wherein the window has a first portion associated with said application and (page 
32, figure 2-3) 

b. a second portion associated with said user interface, and (page 32, figure 2-3) 

c. wherein the image associated with a foreground process that is currently busy is 
only displayed when said cursor is positioned over said first portion of the window 
(page 138, figure 7-3). 



Claim 20: Simpson discloses the computer system of claim 19 

a. wherein one of said plurality of user interface objects that represents a given 
application comprises a window, and (page 31 , Managing Windows) 

b. another of said plurality of objects that represents said given application is a 
member of the group comprising an icon, a minimized window and a button 
(page 246, figure 13-4). 

Claim 21 : Simpson discloses a method for displaying a cursor in a computer user 
interface, comprising the steps of: 

a. representing an application being executed on a computer by means of a 
plurality of user interface objects displayed on a desktop of the user interface 
(page 246, figure 13^); 

b. detecting when the cursor is positioned over any of said plurality of user interface 
objects (page 246, figure 13-4); 
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c. determining whether the application represented by the user interface object over 
which the cursor Is positioned is in a busy state or a currently accessible state; 
and (page 138, figure 7-3) 

d. selectively displaying a first image for the cursor if the application Is currently 
accessible (paige 138, figure 7-3), 

e. a second image for the cursor if the application is in the foreground and is in a 
busy state, or a (page 138, figure 7-3) 

f. third image for the cursor if the application is in the background and is in a busy 
state, while the cursor Is positioned over said object (page 138, figure 7-3). 

Claim 22: Simpson discloses the method of claim 21 : 

a. wherein one of said plurality of user interface objects that represents said 
application comprises a window, and (page 31, Managing Windows) 

b. another of said plurality of objects that represents said application is a member of 
the group comprising an icon, a minimized window and a button (page 246, 
figure 13-4). 

Claims 23, 35 and 47: Simpson discloses a user interface for a computer and a method 
comprising: 

a. at least two different Images for a cursor. Including a first Image which comprises 
a pointer arrow having a tail, and (page 138, figure 7-3) 
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b. a second image which comprises a hybrid consisting of a pointer arrow with a 
graphic in place of said tail, wherein said graphic represents a condition of a 
process; and (page 138, figure 7-3) 

c. means for normally displaying a cursor with said first image and (page 1 38, figure 
7-3) 

d. displaying means for switching the display to said second image upon detecting 
that said cursor is associated with a user interface object that corresponds with 
said condition (page 138, figure 7-3). 

Claims 24, 36 and 48. Simpson discloses the user interface and method of claims 23, 
35 and 47 

a. wherein said condition is a busy state for an application, and (page 138, figure 7- 
3) 

b. said displaying means switches said display upon detecting that the cursor is 
positioned over a user interface object associated with an application in a busy 
state (page 138, figure 7-3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 25-34, 37-46, 49-58 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Simpson (Windows 95 Uncut) in view of Malamud (US 6,606,101) in 
further view of Marks (US 6. 097,390). 

Claims 25, 37 and 49: Simpson discloses the user interface and method of claims 23, 
35 and 47 but does not disclose wherein said condition is the dragging of an object, and 
said displaying means switches said display upon initiation of a drag operation. 
However, Malamud discloses using "infomiation pointers" (column 12, lines 65-67, and 
column 12, lines 1-41) in drag and drop operations. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention for Simpson to 
add supplementing the pointer when initiating a drag and drop. One would have been 
motivated to display a different pointer image when initiating a drag and drop in order to 
remind the user what operation they are engaging in. 

Marks discloses that a visual pointer can take different shapes to indicate operations 
such as drag and drop (column 1 , lines 36-44). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention for Simpson to. display a 
different pointer image when initiating a drag and drop. One would have been 
motivated to display a different pointer image when initiating a drag and drop because 
pointer images are often used to indicate the current operation. 

Claims 26, 38 and 50: Simpson, Malamud and Marks disclose the user interface of 
claims 25, 37 and 49 and Malamud further discloses: 
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a. further including a third image comprising a hybrid consisting of a pointer arrow 
with a graphic in place of said tail that represents a copy operation, and (column 
12, lines 65-67, and column 12, lines 1-41) 

b. wherein said displaying means switches said display from said second image to 
said third image upon detecting that the cursor is positioned over a destination 
object to which the dragged object can be copied (column 12, lines 65-67, and 
column 12, lines 1-41). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention for Simpson to further include a third image comprising a hybrid 
consisting of a pointer arrow with a graphic in place of said tail that represents a copy 
operation, and wherein said displaying means switches said display from said second 
image to said third image upon detecting that the cursor is positioned over a destination 
object to which the dragged object can be copied. One would have been motivated to 
further include a third image comprising a hybrid consisting of a pointer arrow with a 
graphic in place of said tail that represents a copy operation, and wherein said 
displaying means switches said display from said second image to said third image 
upon detecting that the cursor is positioned oyer a destination object to which the 
dragged object can be copied in order to remind the user that the operation to be 
performed is a copy operation. 

Claims 27, 39 and 51 : Simpson, Malamud and Marks disclose the user interface of and 
method claims 26, 38 and 50 and Malamud further discloses 
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a. wherein the graphic of said second image has a first color, and (column 9, lines 
9-10) 

b. the graphic of said third image has a second, different color (column 9, lines 9- 
10). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention for Simpson to add wherein the graphic of said second image has a first 
color, and the graphic of said third image has a second, different color. One would have 
been motivated add wherein the graphic of said second image has a first color, and the 
graphic of said third image has a second, different color to further distinguish between 
the two graphics. 

Claims 28, 30, 40, 42, 52 and 54: Simpson, Malamud and Marks disclose the user 
interface of claims 25, 26, 37, 38, 49 and 50 and Marks further discloses wherein said 
graphic of said second image Includes a quantitative value that represents a 
characteristic of the dragged object (column 3, lines 54-67 and column 4, lines 1-11). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention for Simpson to add wherein said graphic of said second image includes 
a quantitative value that represents a characteristic of the dragged object. One would 
have been motivated to add wherein said graphic of said second image includes a 
quantitative value that represents a characteristic of the dragged object to indicate the 
progress of the operation. 
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Claims 29, 41 and 53: Simpson, Malamud and Marks disclose the user interface and 
method of claims 28, 40 and 52 and Marks further discloses wherein the graphic of said 
third image also includes said quantitative value (column 3, lines 54-67 and column 4, 
lines 1-11). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention for Simpson to add wherein the graphic of said third image 
also includes said quantitative value. One would have been motivated to add wherein 
the graphic of said third image also includes said quantitative value in order to indicate 
the state of the process being executed. 

Claims 31, 43 and 55: Simpson, Malamud and Marks disclose the user interface and 
method of claims 30, 42 and 54 and Marks further discloses wherein said quantitative 
value indicates the number of objects that are being dragged (column 3, lines 54-67 and 
column 4, lines 1-11). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention for Simpson to add wherein said quantitative 
value indicates the number of objects that are being dragged. One would have been 
motivated to add wherein said quantitative value indicates the number of objects that 
are being dragged to know the magnitude of the operation about to be executed. 

Claims 32, 44 and 56: Simpson, Malamud and Marks disclose the user interface and 
method of claims 30, 42 and 54 and Marks further discloses wherein said quantitative 
value indicates the size of one or more objects being dragged (column 3, lines 54-67 
and column 4, lines 1-11). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention for Simpson to add wherein said 
quantitative value indicates the size of one or more objects being dragged. One would 
have been motivated to add wherein said quantitative value indicates the size of one or 
more objects being dragged to know the magnitude of the operation about to be 
executed. 

Claims 33, 45 and 57: Simpson, Malamud and Marks disclose the user interface and 
method of claims 30, 42 and 54 and Marks further discloses wherein said graphic 
comprises a geometric object, and the size of said geometric object is dynamically 
varied to accommodate said quantitative value (column 3, lines 54-67 and column 4, 
lines 1-11). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention for Simpson to add wherein said graphic comprises a 
geometric object, and the size of said geometric object is dynamically varied to 
accommodate said quantitative value. One would have been motivated to add wherein 
said graphic comprises a geometric object, and the size of said geometric object is 
dynamically varied to accommodate said quantitative value to know the magnitude of 
the operation about to be executed. 

Claims 34, 46 and 58: Simpson. Malamud and Marks disclose the user interface and 
method of claim 23, 35 and 47 and Marks further discloses wherein said graphic 
indicates that an object being dragged will be deleted (column 3, lines 54-67 and 
column 4, lines 1-11). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
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skill in the art at the time of the invention for Simpson to add wherein said graphic 
indicates that an object being dragged will be deleted. One would have been motivated 
to add wherein said graphic indicates that an object being dragged will be deleted in 
order for the user to know that the object being dragged will not reside in two locations, 
only in the destination location. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John M. Heffington whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1696. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri (Alternate Fridays off) 
7:30 - 5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jim Myhre can be reached on (571) 270-1065. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JMH 

4/27/2007 




